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Greetings Students

There was certainly a buzz of activity with orientations kicking off across the region at the beginning of 
the semester. It will only get busier from here so I encourage you to explore and learn as much as you 
can this semester. 

Your trainer and the student support and welfare team are here to support your learning journey with 
APTC, so feel free to reach out and discuss any questions or concerns you may have, including support 
for counselling, access to the computer lab or learning support programs.

The Student Diary and Handbook is another resource that has useful information to help you as a student 
and includes information like the student code of conduct, study guides and tips, travel and health 
insurance and many more topics of information. 

I encourage you to learn all you can  during your time here at APTC.  Make sure you explore your course 
as much as you can, including having discussions about the value of your skills and how they might 
contribute to advancements in your sector.

Follow us on Social Media:

APTC is an Australian Government initiative in partnership with the Pacific and Timor-Leste

@aptcpacific www.aptc.edu.au
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Student Academic Services

Four weeks into the Semester and we hope everyone is coping well! This month, we have seen 
a flow of events and activities happen at our different locations. For those of you who made 
the long journey to study at our campuses, we hope you are settling into your accommodation 
well.

During Orientation in Week 1, you were each given a Course Commencement Survey to fill out. 
We thank you for your participation and honesty in filling out the survey. All data collected will 
be used for ongoing improvements to the services we provide.

We’d like to emphasise the following points with you as they are very important.  They were 
covered during your orientation and are clearly outlined in your Student Handbook;

 आ Adherence to the APTC Code of Conduct is expected of every student.
 आ Any breach will result in disciplinary action. Serious breaches could possibly result in 

termination of enrolment. Refer to Page 39 of the Student Handbook
 आ For issues that might arise while studying with APTC, please contact the appropriate staff 

listed in the Student Handbook
 आ Student insurance- refer to Pages 28-31 
 आ Should you require help with literacy, numeracy or English in general, APTC will provide 

tutorial support free of charge. Liaise with your trainer
 आ For counselling support services- refer to Pages 55-58

In other news, you may have noticed our online learning management system, MyVillage, has 
some very interesting features and is super easy to navigate. This is due to an upgrade we had 
recently. Our staff worked tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure the upgrade was completed 
before the semester started. Some of you may not have access to MyVillage since your course 
does not require it, but for those of you that do and haven’t logged in lately, why not click on 
this link and familiarise yourself with the changes.

Wishing you all the best in your studies. 

Stay safe.

https://aptc.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/2022-student-handbook-and-diary_01.pdf?sfvrsn=3aa78722_0
https://myvillage.aptc.edu.au/


Australian Prime Minister visits APTC 

The Prime Minister of Australia, Honourable Anthony Albanese paid a special visit to APTC when 
he travelled to Fiji for the 51st Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting in July. 

During his visit, he met with students of the CHC33015 Certificate III in Individual Support 
(Ageing, Home and Community) pilot program who excitedly demonstrated the practical skills 
that they were learning in class.

Students enrolled in the CHC33015 Certificate III in Individual Support (Ageing, Home and 
Community) pilot program will undertake 12-weeks of study at the APTC in Suva, followed by 
10-weeks of supervised work placements in Australia with a PALM scheme employer.
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Semester Two of 2022 has begun and students have started with two days of orientation. The 
orientation was a success and now students are well into their normal classes. We wish them 
good luck and all the best in their studies for the next six months.

Semester Two Orientation

Student News 
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1. Write three words that describe you?
I am quiet, not talkative, but humble and 
open to people that I cross paths with.

2. What course are you undertaking at 
APTC?
Certificate III in Applied Fashion and Design 
Technology (MST30819).

3. What motivated you to take this 
course?
Our nation is being transformed into a 
world of fashion. The thing that motivates 
me to take up this course is to see myself 
in a better position and to explore new and 
diverse ideas and skills. 

4. What is your favourite thing about 
attending APTC?
My favourite thing would be, that I am 
grateful for this opportunity granted to me 
to further my knowledge and skills. I am 
honoured to be an APTC student.

5. Tell us a fun fact about your life or your 
secret talent?
One of the funniest things I do is when I sew 
something for sale and find it attractive, I 
change my mind and keep it for myself.

6. What are you passionate about in life? 
In life, I would like to be a designer creating 
my own products/designs and be an 
inspiring businesswoman.

7. What do you do during your leisure 
time? 
During my leisure time, I love watching online 
fashion videos. Anything to do with clothing 
like knitting and drafting patterns.

8. What are some of your achievements 
so far? 
Last September, I registered with Lae City 
Authority and set up a stall to display and 
sell apparel that I sew. I did this until I got 
the offer to study  Fashion and Design with 
APTC in Fiji.

9. Who or what is your inspiration? 
I was inspired by two PNG women creating 
their own designs and sales. I want to be 
like them and limit foreign markets from 
using our customary designs on clothing.

Certificate III in Applied 

Fashion and Design Technology 

(MST30819)

218 177 41
Total graduates Female graduates Male graduates

Sevina Kawagen Klay
Certificate III in Applied Fashion and Design Technology (MST30819)
Campus: Fiji

Student Spotlight



The only paper that mattered to me when I did my VET 
assessment and Visa application was the Australian-
standard APTC qualification and this for me was a big thing, 
so I encourage you to pursue that Australian qualification 
when you get the chance.

“
Kolinio Tuiraviravi
Certificate III in Engineering - Mechanical Trade (Maintenance) Diesel Fitting 
pathway (MEM30205)
2019
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Two female students taking 
Certificate III in Applied 
Fashion Design and Technology 
(MST30819) and one female 
taking Certificate III in Air-
conditioning and Refrigeration 
(UEE32211) are the first three 
students to make international 
transit to study with APTC Fiji 
campus after two years of 
COVID-19 campus lockdowns 
and international border 
closures.

Sevina Klay and Marietress 
Minjan have travelled to Fiji 
to take up Certificate III in 
Applied Fashion Design and 
Technology (MST30819). They 
were very happy and could not 
wait to begin their learning 
journey as international 
students.

Sophia Kaio who is studying 
for Certificate III in Air-
conditioning and Refrigeration 
said she was grateful for the 

opportunity to finally attain 
her Certificate III in Air-
conditioning and Refrigeration 
(UEE32211).

The women are thankful for 
the opportunity to attain an 
internationally recognised 
Australian qualification in their 
respective trades.

Fiji welcomes international students in Semester 2, 2022
Papua New Guinea
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Four students from the APTC 
Solomon Islands undertaking 
the Certificate II in Hospitality 
(SIT20316) have provided 
exceptional hospitality 
services at a high-level dinner 
held at the Australian High 
Commissioner’s residence.

In his remarks, Australian 
High Commissioner to 
Solomon Islands, H.E Dr. 
Lachlan Strahan, commended 
the students for providing 
exceptional work to serve 
international guests convened 
at the dinner.

APTC student Cathy Hiruapu, 
one of the hospitality 
students expressed her 

excitement saying the event 
has given her the experience 
to serve guests and prepared 
her for work in the hospitality 
industry. 

“My main takeaway from 
the dinner is gaining the 
confidence to serve local, 
regional and international 
guests. This is a new 
experience for me which I 
believe will contribute a lot to 
my career.”

Fellow student Daisy Ramo 
Saefo’oa acknowledged the 
Australian High Commissioner 
and APTC for the opportunity 
to work at this high-level 
dinner. It offered a platform 

to utilise skills in serving food 
and beverages.

Ellen Tefoa and Jennifer 
Samo, also shared that they 
welcomed the experience 
and enjoyed their service 
at the Australian High 
Commissioner’s resident. 

The students are looking 
forward to their graduation 
this year, and have their 
sights set on a successful 
career in hospitality.

Four APTC 
students provide 
hospitality 
services to high-
level guests
Solomon Islands
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APTC Vanuatu farewelled its Semester One students on Thursday 23rd of June at Erakor Island 
Resort. Despite the challenges of COVID-19 throughout the semester, our students remained 
supportive, determined and resilient that it does not affect their studies. The farewell dinner was 
a moment of joy and laughter as we share stories, culture and acknowledgement with fellow 
students, trainers and staff of APTC. We wish all the Semester One students of 2022 all the best 
in their future endeavours.

APTC Vanuatu farewelled its Semester one students
Vanuatu

Student Farewell



Vikatoriano Vulaca
CHC33015 - Certificate III In Individual Support 
(Ageing, Home And Community) 
Campus: Fiji

Labour Mobility 

What inspired you to choose a career in aged 
care?

My family has inspired me to join this career. I have 
cared for my grandparents and my in-laws. This has 
enabled me to perform to the best of my ability. 

How will your current training at APTC help you 
in your career?

This training has broadened my knowledge about 
Aged Care. Our trainer teaches us real scenarios 
that will help us to relate to real life. 

Your comments on the opportunity to work in 
Australia’s aged care sector?

I am happy to be part of this pilot program and glad 
to be given an opportunity to work in an Aged Care 
facility in Australia. 

What are your expectations for your new work 
environment in Australia? 

My expectations are working in a safe environment, 
doing shift work and having a multicultural 
workplace and friendly environment.

How will this APTC training and the opportunity 
to work in Australia benefit you and your family?

This opportunity will help my family to secure a good 
future and better education and life for my children.   
It will also encourage my children by showing them 
that if their mum can do it, they can too.

What is your advice to youths and other students 
who would like to pursue a career in aged care?

My advice is that if you get the opportunity, please 
go for it. It is not only about the incontinence pad 
change but it’s how important it is to value and 
appreciate our elders wherever we are.   It is also a 
good opportunity for them to secure a good future 
for their families and themselves. 

Shivnesh Sami
CHC33015 - Certificate III In Individual Support 
(Ageing, Home And Community)

What is your advice to youths and other students who would like to pursue a career 
in aged care? 

Once a student understands the meaning of empathy and sympathy then the path for youths to pursue a 
career in aged care is easy. Having patience and respect for each other is important, as we all have to look 
after our older generation, as our time will come too. 
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In the Pacific region, violence against women and girls is among the highest in the world. In fact, it 
is twice the global average. According to prevalence studies undertaken, up to 68 per cent of Pacific 
women have reported experiencing physical or sexual violence by a partner in their lifetime.1 

Thursdays in Black is a global campaign on resisting attitudes and practices that permit rape and 
violence. Thursdays in Black grew out of the World Council of Churches’ Decade of Churches in 
Solidarity with Women (1988–1998), in which the stories of rape as a weapon of war, gender injustice, 
abuse, violence, and many tragedies that grow outward from such violence became all the more 
visible. But what also became visible was women’s resilience, agency and personal efforts to resist 
such violations.2 

The campaign is simple but profound. 

 आ Wear black on Thursdays. 
 आ Wear a pin to declare you are part of the global movement resisting attitudes and practices that 

permit rape and violence. 
 आ Show your respect for women who are resilient in the face of injustice and violence. 
 आ Encourage others to join you. 

Often black has been used with negative racial connotations. In this campaign, Black is used as a 
colour of resistance and resilience.

What is Thursdays in Black? 

Campaign

Thursdays in black a world without rape and violence

Black Advocacy

1   Ending violence against women and girls UN Women 
    https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/countries/fiji/ending-violence-against-women 
2   Thursdays in Black World Council of Churches 
     https://www.oikoumene.org/sites/default/files/File/WCC_TIB_folder_105x297mm_EN.pdf 

https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/countries/fiji/ending-violence-against-women 
https://www.oikoumene.org/sites/default/files/File/WCC_TIB_folder_105x297mm_EN.pdf 
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Stress is a natural part of our lives. While some level of stress motivates us to do things, excessive 
and/or long-term stress can be harmful. There are many things we can do to manage stress on our 
own. 

This article shares some useful tips to manage stress and also provides some lifestyle changes that 
may lower stress.

Have a read and let us know if you find it helpful.

https://www.webmd.com/balance/stress-management/stress-management

Ways to Manage Stress

Stress

https://www.webmd.com/balance/stress-management/stress-management 
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Semester One end of course dinner

Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
Solomon Islands end of semester student picnic



Disclaimer

While all care and diligence has been taken to ensure the information in this publication is correct, the 
Australia Pacific Training Coalition does not assume any responsibility for any loss, damage or disruption 
caused by errors of omissions. 

Level 5 Ganilau House, Corner Edward and 
Scott Street,
Suva PO Box 14319, Suva, Fiji Islands
Phone: (679) 330 0967 
Email:  enquiries@aptc.edu.au

Fiji - Suva and Regional Head Office

POMTECH, Idubada, Port Moresby
PO Box 1043, Port Moresby, NCD, Papua 
New Guinea
Phone: (675) 7640 5600
Email: enquiries.png@aptc.edu.au

Papua New Guinea

Building N, National University of Samoa, 
Vaivase Road Apia
PO Box 2474, Apia, Samoa
Phone: (685) 26 844
Email: enquiries.samoa@aptc.edu.au

Samoa

Lot 1664 Town Ground, West Honiara
PO Box 2374, Honiara, Solomon Islands
Phone: (677) 21313 /21316
Email: enquiries.solomons@aptc.edu.au

Solomon Islands

Vanuatu Institute of Technology, Leopold 
Sedar Senghor
Boulevard, Port Villa
PO Box 3390, Port Villa, Vanuatu
Phone: (678) 24066 / 25584
Email: enquiries.vanuatu@aptc.edu.au

Vanuatu

APTC also has representatives in other Pacific Island countries, see the APTC Website for details.

c/o Centro Nacional de Formação 
Profisional- Becora CNFP
Estrada de Becora, 
Posto Administrativo Cristo Rei, 
Dili, Timor-Leste
Enquiries: Timorleste@aptc.edu.au

Timor-Leste

@aptcpacific www.aptc.edu.au

Our Locations

http://www.aptc.edu.au

