
Tourism operators Sam Andikar
and Warren Gamma were
awarded for their outstanding
contributions to the Vanuatu
Tourism Industry at the Vanuatu
Tourism Awards for Excellence
held at Warrick Le Lagon Resort,
Fare Pasifika on 7 March, 2015.

Both Sam and Warren have
graduated from the Australia-

Pacific Technical College (APTC)
with the Certificate III in Tourism
and the Diploma of Management.

Warren is the Managing Director
of Edge Vanuatu, a tour company
taking visitors on an exhilarating
abseil down the Cascades
waterfall. He also trains tour
guides in rural and remote areas of
Vanuatu through the TVET Sector
Strengthening Program. Warren,
who received the award for best
tour guide, was commended by
the judges for his enthusiasm and 

Like Warren, Sam also manages
his own tour company called
Millennium Tours on the Island of
Santo. As the company’s CEO,
Sam has been building his
business with the full involvement
of his community since 2003. The
benefits of the business are re-
invested into village employment,

schools, teachers, guest houses
and the continual improvement of
the tour. Sam received the judge’s
special   commendation  for    the 

APTC Tourism Trainer, Kevin Tabi,
also a member of the event’s
organising committee, was on
hand with APTC Tourism students
to support the event with
concierge  services  and  meeting 

Many of the finalists were APTC
graduates or businesses who
employ APTC graduates and have
invested   in    training    of   their 

The event was hosted by the
Today Show’s weather man Steve
Jacobs, who is an ambassador for
the Vanuatu Tourism Office in
Australia, and Miss Vanuatu 2014
Valerie Martinez.

APTC Graduates Win at the Vanuatu Tourism Awards for Excellence

Warren Gamma (left) and San Andikar with
their awards

professionalism.

Millennium Cave tour.

and greeting guests.

employees.

Youth plays a vital role in the
development of Fiji and it is
important to include them in the
country’s decision making 

process. 
These views were shared by a
graduate of the Australia-Pacific
Technical College (APTC) during
the Young Leader’s Parliamentary
forum.

Mohenesh Singh, who graduated
in Certificate III in Children’s
Services and Certificate IV in
Training and Assessment from
APTC, says that a young person
will always feel free to discuss
issues with his/her peers or others
with similar interests and
background. 

He requested that the
Government appoint youth
counsellors in every district to
boost the contribution of young
people in their localities and
engage them in positive activities.

“The parliamentary session has
shown me the way forward and
how as a young person, I can
contribute towards nation
building,” added Mohenesh.

Mohenesh is the former Chair of
the APTC Alumni Fiji Chapter. 

APTC Alumnus Participates in Youth Parliament

 



Jimmy Lume a graduate of the
Australia-Pacific Technical College
(APTC) enjoys working with
communities in Lenatuan village
on Tanna Island located at the
southern end of the Vanuatu
archipelago, to help improve their
lives and raise standards of living.

Jimmy has played a significant
role in several development
projects for his community. He has
helped establish sustainable
energy systems like the water
sanitation project to ensure the
availability of clean water and the
affordable solar power system
units for rural people. He has also
been raising awareness across
these communities, on climate
change and gender issues. Jimmy

was instrumental in setting up the
Lume Rural Training Centre that
teaches technical and vocational
skills to youths of his village.

The training centre has been
selected as one of the three
finalists for the prestigious 2015
Zayed Future Energy Prize in the
Global High Schools Oceania
category for the development of
sustainable energy systems that
power the community. This award
was inspired by the vision and
environmental stewardship of the
late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan to empower, recognise
and award global innovators for
their achievements in renewable
energy and sustainability.

Last year, Jimmy completed a
Certificate IV in Community
Development from APTC. Jimmy
says he choose to study at APTC
because he wanted to get a
recognised qualification.

“It was important for me to get the
right training to help me grow
further in my career. APTC has
helped me get formal qualification
in an area that I am passionate
about,” he said.

The focus of APTC’s Community
Development program is to
develop the knowledge and skills
to work effectively with
individuals, groups and
communities. This includes

delivery of a broad range of
programs which contribute to the
development of capacity through
public and social change
processes.

APTC Trainer in Community
Services, Annie Dares says the
program allows students to apply
their learning through live projects.
This helps students gain greater
levels of competence and
confidence. 

“Graduates like Jimmy bring a
high level of motivation to learn,
and to return to their communities
to make a difference,” said Annie.  

Jimmy explains that the idea to
establish the Lume Rural Training
Centre was to provide useful skills
to youth without formal education,
in    turn    allowing     them      to 
find meaningful employment
opportunities. 

The centre teaches basic
carpentry, joinery, automotive,
community education (home
economics), basic tourism and
hospitality training, business
skills, agriculture and climate
change education. 

The feeling of being selected as a
finalist amongst so many
applicants is hard to express, says
Jimmy. “It is like a dream,” he
added.

APTC Graduate Helps Improve Lives in Local Communities

Jimmy Lume in his local community on
Tanna Island
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Over 300 Pacific women have
graduated with Australian-
standard trades and technology
qualifications from the Australia-
Pacific Technical College (APTC)
since its establishment in 2007. 

While trades and technology are
male-dominated sectors, APTC
continues to encourage applications
from females who have chosen
this as a career path.

Victoria Mopio from Papua New
Guinea is an example of a female
trades graduate who successfully
completed a program at APTC.
Mopio always had an interest in a
career as a professional painter.
With no formal training, her
options for expanding in this
career path were limited. All that
changed when she was accepted
into the Certificate III program in
Painting and Decoration.

Studying at APTC was a good
learning experience for Mopio,
who said that the practical
sessions taught by highly qualified
and internationally accredited
trainers helped her learn the
technique and skills of painting
and decorating.

After completing her studies,

Mopio returned to PNG and took
up a career as a full-time painter in
a construction and building
company.

Mopio says that the most exciting
part of her job is to be working out
in the field and to be able to earn
more than before. 

Another female graduate, Siteri
Rasousou who completed a
Certificate III in Mechanical
Engineering (Diesel Fitting), said
that she found the level of training
at APTC to be of very high
standards. These standards have
allowed her to find employment
overseas.

Now working in New Zealand,
Rasousou says that she has been
applying the things she learnt in
class to her everyday work dealing
with heavy vehicles and related
technology.

“The training helped me to
broaden my knowledge and to up
skill myself to keep abreast with
the changing technology
especially with mechanical tasks
that have evolved to include
electronic technology,” she
mentions. 

APTC’s Acting Director for its
School of Trades and Technology,
Bede O’Brien explained that
APTC helps develop skills needed
for the relevant trade regardless of
gender, adding that for female
graduates, this empowers them to
be able to demonstrate their skills 
and abilities in what is traditionally
a male area of employment.

“Our female trade graduates have
demonstrated through the
respective training program that
they have exactly the same skills
and knowledge as their male
counterparts and that they can be
just as successful in their chosen
trade career,” he said.

APTC Trains Over 300 Females in Trades and Technology

Theda Theo - an APTC alumnus and Fabrication
Trade Tutor at APTC PNG Campus

Alumni Network Expands
The APTC Alumni Association
has welcomed 1662 graduates to
its network in 2014. Since 2007,
over   7800   men     and     women 
from 14 Pacific countries have
graduated from APTC with
internationally    recognised,
Australian-standard 

qualification. 

Visit the link below to read
stories of how some of our
graduates are making
valuable contributions to
their communities and
workplaces. Palau Graduation 2014
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One Story – Many Lives:  http://online.fliphtml5.com/nyaq/qiav



The Australia-Pacific Technical
College (APTC) Fiji Alumni
Chapter organised a fundraising
activity to collect funds to be used
to purchase training materials for
the School for Special Education
in Labasa. 

A total of $1,010 was
collected from food
sales, and an angle
grinder was donated
to the School for
Special Education in
December 2014. 

The fundraising
activity was headed
by Sandeep Chand,
one of the Leadership
Committee members
of the Fiji Chapter.
Sandeep is a graduate
of APTC in the

Certificate III in Plumbing program.
He is currently a Training Officer
(Plumbing) at the Fiji National
University in Labasa. 

The Labasa School for Special

Education was in need of some
tools to help enhance the learning
experience of students. 

“Through this project, we are
assisting these students with
special needs to have access to
tools they require for hands-on
training. They will be able to
improve their skills by practising.
Our support will contribute
towards them becoming
productive members of the
community,” said Sandeep.

The training equipment will assist
the vocational section of the
school in areas like carpentry and
joinery, mechanical engineering,
and clothing and textiles.  

Fiji Alumni Chapter Assists Labasa School for Special Education

Sandeep Chand (second from right), member of the APTC
Alumni Fiji Chapter Leadership Committee, presents funds
and an angle grinder to the School for Special Education in

Labasa.

The Easter Fun Run is an annual
event organised by the Rotary
Club in the Solomon Islands. This
year, the fun run was held on 6th,
April 2015, and had more than
4,000 people participating from all
walks of life. Around 47 APTC
alumni including their families
turned up and participated in the
event.

There were also consolation prizes
for different categories, which
included; open category, secondary
school category, primary school for
both genders. 

The Rotary Club is
the major sponsor
and organiser of
events/programs,
which raised funds
towards ROMAC
(Rotary Oceania
Medical Aid for
Children) program
and other projects
which included
basic sanitations,
support to schools,
especially those
genuinely struggling to operate
etc. Under the ROMAC program,
Solomon Islands children who are

very sick are often sent to
Australia for life saving medical
treatments.

Solomon Islands Alumni Participate in Easter Fun Run

Part of the APTC team that arrived early for the Fun Run
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Around 30 alumni of the Australia-
Pacific Technical College (APTC)
together with their families were
involved in the clean-up campiagn
of Mount Vaea in Samoa. 

Mount Vaea overlooks Apia - the
capital of Samoa located on the
north central coast of Upolu
island. The mountain is Mount
Vaea is known for the tomb of
Robert Louis Stevenson’s (Author
of Treasure Island)

The hard work of the alumni and
their family members were
acknowledged by the Chair of the
Samoa Chapter, Masoe Iosefa
Tautua. 

The Mount Vaea track is normally
frequented by tourists and locals,
because of its natural
surroundings and spectacular
view of the town of Apia, and for
anyone who gets to reach the very
top.  

Masoe said that the activity was
seen as an opportunity to promote
healthy living for those that
participated in the hike as well as
a community clean up event of
one of Samoa’s historical sites. 

He acknowledged the effort of
Country Manager for APTC
Samoa, Francis Howes for
allowing the alumni to use the

gardening equipment for this
activity, including the strong
support by APTC for alumni
activities in the past. 

“Robert Stevenson is
remembered by all Samoans for
his support of the Samoan
Independence movement.  The
Alumni completed a very
respectful task and combined it
with a healthy activity for
themselves and their families,”
added Francis.

The activity was organised by the
APTC Alumni Samoa Chapter.  

Samoa Alumni at Mount Vaea cleaning the historical site

APTC Alumni Help in Clean-Up of Historical Site

Alumni Professional Network 
Join the APTC Alumni professional network on

LinkedIn.
Our professional network’s emphasis is on

career networking and opportunities to connect
with the APTC alumni community. Members can
learn from each other through this professional

network.
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Visit the following link and click on “follow”: https://www.linkedin.com/company/aptc-alumni



Becoming a catering manager and
operating a cooking school in her
village is the career goal and
personal dream of Catherine Idau
Igua from PNG. Catherine
graduated from APTC in 2010 with
a Certificate III in Hospitality
(Patisserie). 
Catherine faced many challenges
to get to where she is now. She
started her career in a job that
didn’t pay much. She was
optimistic of making her way up,
determined to take up any
challenge and strongly believed
that with her dedication, things
will change for the better in the
future.   She left her fulltime job
when she started her studies with
APTC. She believed strongly that

her sacrifices would somehow
assist her in achieving her goals. 

After completing her studies with
APTC, Catherine was on her path
to success. Landing an offer to
work with Nationwide Catering
Services in Lihir as a Chef,
Catherine soon climbed the ladder
of success and was promoted to
her current position of Head Chef. 

She is very thankful to APTC for
the opportunity she was provided
to upgrade her skills and obtain an
Australian Qualification.

Catherine draws inspiration from
her people. She lives in a village
where she has seen people who
are unemployed, have no formal
education or are school drop outs
due to financial difficulties. These
people and circumstances inspire
her to do something positive to
help. 

In 2010, she became a Red Cross
volunteer in Lihir where she makes
herself available when the need
arises. In  2014 she formed a
women’s group which focuses on

social issues, creating awareness
around health, and empowering
youth, women and men. Her
women’s group is also involved in
Church charity activities. 

To further assist her community,
Catherine created a healthy
cooking program for local schools
where she teaches the children
basic cooking skills and personal
hygiene. 

Catherine is very grateful to her
parents who “set good examples
and advised us to always dedicate
ourselves to what we do and work
at. Family values are very
important and are to be respected
and honoured and in this way you
will become a better person in the
community, at work and in the
family.”

Catherine’s advice to APTC
students and Alumni is to “take
any opportunity that comes along
your way, be determined in what
you do and work from your heart.”

Catherine Idau Igua, PNG

Want to share your story?
Tell us about your experience at APTC, the opportunities you’ve received upon graduating from APTC,

where your career has taken you, and how you are making a difference.

We would be delighted to share your achievements with your fellow alumni and APTC community.  

Share your story with us by emailing alumni@aptc.edu.au.
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